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which is vaulted, as it were, to the height of a man, in
which there is water a foot deep.

After embarking at noon, we experienced some
difficulty in reaching a river. Then the cold began,
and more than a foot of snow covered the ground;
it has remained ever since. We were delayed for 3
days, during which Pierre killed a deer, 3 bustards,
and 3 Turkeys, which were very good. The others
proceeded to the prairies. A savage discovered
some cabins, and came to get us. Jacques went
there on the following day, with him; 2 hunters
also came to see me. They were maskoutens, to
the number of 8 or g cabins, who had separated from
the others in order to obtain subsistence. With
fatigues almost impossible to frenchmen, they travel
throughout the winter over very bad roads, the
land abounding in streams, small lakes, and swamps.
Their cabins are wretched; and they eat or starve,
according to the places where they happen to be.
Being detained by the wind, we noticed that there
were great shoals out in the lake, over which the
waves broke continually. Here I had an attack of
diarrhcea.

We had some trouble in getting out of the river;
then, after proceeding about 3 leagues, we found the
savages, who had killed some cattle, and 3 ilinois
who had come from the village. We were delayed
there by a wind from the land, by heavy waves from
the lake, and by cold.

We went ahead of the savages, so that I might
celebrate holy mass.

After saying holy mass, we embarked, and were
compelled to make for a point, so that we could land,
on account of floating masses of ice.
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